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Executive Summary 


This report describes the 2016 consultation program for the Level Crossing Removal Project: Melton Highway, 
Sydenham, including the public submissions received and proposed response to issues raised. 


Consultation allowed the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) to develop a sound understanding of how 
the community uses the crossing and the surrounding area, enabling it to consider how the design could 
enhance local access and connectivity rather than negatively impact it. 


During parts of our consultation we found that 97 per cent of people that provided feedback, supported the 
project as they believed it would benefit the local area. 


LXRA sought written submissions on the proposed designs for the project during the formal consultation 
period between Thursday 18 August 2016 and Friday 9 September 2016. Through this period LXRA received 
203 written submissions from residents, owners, businesses and other interested stakeholders. 


Community consultation has enabled LXRA to refine its design in the following areas: 


e Redesign of a two-way service road on the northern side of the highway, with a signalised intersection 
at Overton Lea Boulevard, to provide access to Victoria Road and Sydenham Road. 

e Vegetation and urban design to provide a sympathetic finish to the structure that will enhance the 
way the project fits into the area, the look of the structure, and the level of acceptance among the 
community. 


e Introduction of three traffic lanes in each direction 
e Inclusion of stairs to enable pedestrians to safely cross the railway line. 
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About this report 


This report has been prepared in response to the consultation program undertaken in 2016 for the Melton 
Highway Level Crossing Removal Project, and the feedback received from the community, businesses, 
stakeholders and government agencies during this consultation program. It describes the written public 
submissions received during the formal consultation period, from Thursday 18 August until Friday 9 September 
2016, and provides a response to the issues raised during the consultation period. 


Structure of this report 
This report has been structured into two parts: 


e Part A: consultation program and findings. 
This section provides a comprehensive description of the activities undertaken by the Level Crossing 
Removal Authority (LXRA) to consult with residents in the project corridor, traders in key business 
centres, a large group of stakeholders, including peak bodies and industry groups, the wider 
community and Brimbank City Council. 


e Part B: written submissions and responses. 
This section identifies, categorises and responds to the key issues raised during the consultation 
program including the 203 written submissions received during the formal consultation period. 


Project overview 


The Melton Highway Level Crossing Removal Project is part of the Victorian Government's project to remove 
50 dangerous and congested level crossings across Melbourne by 2022. It forms part of the broader program 
of works to upgrade and improve the capacity on the Sunbury line. 


Removing this level crossing will improve safety, reduce congestion and increase the reliability of traffic 
journey times and train services. With the Metro Tunnel project allowing more trains to run in and out of the 
city on the Sunbury line, the removal of this level crossing will allow more trains to run without affecting 
traffic. 


During early 2016, LXRA sought community feedback on the preferred design for the level crossing removal. 
The proposed design is to build a road bridge over the railway, including pedestrian and cycling paths to 
connect the communities on either side of the railway line. This design has many benefits including lesser 
environmental impacts, a less disruptive construction period for motorists and commuters, and providing an 
opportunity for community spaces under the bridge. 


Building a road bridge is the most feasible option due to several factors including a high water table (which 
would make any trench subject to flooding); the presence of dense basalt rock in the area, which makes 
trenching or tunnelling noisy, disruptive and lengthy; removing any requirement to move the rail sidings from 
Watergardens Station; and environmental and heritage concerns such as protecting the native Spiny Rice 
Flower population, heritage listed buildings and structures, and a site containing Aboriginal archaeological 
artefacts. 


Background 


The Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) is seeking permission from the Victorian Government to remove 
the level crossing of Melton Highway and the Sunbury Line at Sydenham, by bridging the highway over the 
railway. 


Central to this permission is the approval of a Planning Scheme Amendment (PSA) under Section 20(4) of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 (Vic). 


Among the supporting information for the PSA request is a record of the written submissions received by LXRA 
from individuals and organisations and the Project's response to the issues they raised. 


This report responds to written submissions on the Melton Highway Level Crossing Removal Project (the 
Project) received by LXRA during August and September 2016. This round of public consultation also supports 
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LXRA's request to the Minister for Planning to issue a Planning Scheme Amendment on the project. A Planning 
Scheme Amendment provides planning permission for the works. 


The reasons for seeking written submissions were to: 


= allow anyone to make a written submission to LXRA on the Project 

= formally seek the views of those potentially affected, including land owners and occupiers, key 
stakeholders and the wider community on the proposed designs to inform further design 
development 

" inform LXRA's PSA request. 


The following report describes the key issues in the written submissions and LXRA's responses. 


Need for the project 


The level crossing on Melton Highway near Watergardens Station is a source of frequent delay and congestion 
for road traffic, with the boom gates interrupting traffic flow. 


The boom gates are down for around 24 minutes in each two-hour morning peak, causing congestion, 
frustrating commuters and triggering risky behaviour. 


The traffic congestion caused by the level crossing affects the reliability and travel time of road users and 
reduces the effectiveness of the many bus services that operate along the corridor, including the four bus 
routes that travel through the level crossing. 


The duration of boom gate closures encourages risky behaviour from road users trying to 'beat' the red-lights 
and boom gates to avoid lengthy waits. This problem may worsen with increased traffic volumes and train 
frequencies in the future. 


Level Crossing Removal Authority Consultation Report | 6 


Part A: Consultation program and findings 


Our consultation program 


The overall consultation program for the project has been divided into three phases. In the first phase from 
November 2015 to February 2016, we conducted geotechnical and site investigations, gathered information 
from key stakeholders and community, developed the concept design for the project, and obtained feedback 
from the community to better understand what is important to residents, land owners, businesses and other 
local stakeholders. 


In our second phase, from March 2016 to June 2016, we presented our preferred design option to the 
community, shared the results of our phase one consultation and gathered further feedback to help refine the 
design. 


Our third phase of consultation, from July 2016, we have been seeking our preferred tenderer to build the 
bridge, developing a detailed design solution, presenting that detailed design to key stakeholders and 
community, seeking community views on urban design elements, informing community on construction 
impacts and seeking feedback to help minimise these, and establishing a stakeholder liaison group including 
business and community representatives to help promote local issues in project design. 


During this third phase we have also sought written submissions to inform LXRA's request to the Minister for 
Planning for a Planning Scheme Amendment. A Planning Scheme Amendment is to provide permission to 
conduct construction without needing planning permits for each part of the construction process. 


Summary of our consultation 


Six community pop-ups at 


stations and shopping centres 


distributing more than 1000 e 
postcards 


Six Council briefings 


Four community information 
16 businesses and 10 residential 
sessions attended by 
properties doorknocked in the area 
approximately 170 local residents 
surrounding the level crossing 


and businesses 


More than 12,000 community 
Email updates to 1162 subscribers updates and factsheets distributed 


to residents and local businesses. 
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Feedback 


Feedback from our consultation came in two forms: qualitative feedback gathered through doorknocking the 
local area, conversations with community members at community information sessions, meetings with key 
stakeholders and phone calls and emails from the public to LXRA; and feedback forms with a mix of qualitative 
and quantitative data. Feedback forms were distributed at the community information sessions, available to 
complete online and promoted through social media. 


Qualitative feedback 


Consultation was based on one preferred design, and feedback presented some clear themes that assisted the 
project team to further develop the design and address key areas of concern for the community. 


There was a high level of support to remove the level crossing evident through our consultation, with many 
stakeholders and community members agreeing the crossing is dangerous and causes significant congestion 
issues on Melton Highway. 


The preferred solution of raising the road over the rail line was viewed by some as not necessarily the best 
solution for the local area, despite LXRA’s explanations about the complexity and disruptions associated with 
the alternatives. 


The key areas of interest during consultation were how the preferred solution would impact on local road 
access and travel times, visual amenity and urban design. 


Specifically, concerns were raised about the bridge structure restricting direct access off Melton Highway to 
Sydenham and Victoria roads. Some were concerned that road network changes would add to travel times, 
result in the loss of direct access to businesses and increase traffic on some surrounding streets. 


Some people also had concerns that the bridge would be a large concrete structure that was not visually 
appealing, which led to calls for tree planting and landscaping to be incorporated as part of the urban design. 


Overall trends 


The chart below shows the key trends that emerged across the full duration of both phases of consultation. 
The chart is based on a total 103 interactions with individual stakeholders, organisations, community action 
groups and Council. 


Overall trends based on classified feedback 


EE DESIGN 
DD PLANNING 


= COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 


OVERALL 


TRENDS WB CONSTRUCTION 
| PROPERTY 


I3 GENERAL 


ll ENVIRONMENT 
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Design 


A significant proportion of the comments received related to how the proposed solution would impact local 
road access, connectivity and changed routes (31 per cent). 


Feedback showed that many thought the design would provide a more efficient flow of traffic through the 
area by reducing congestion caused by the level crossing, however some were concerned about how access to 
existing roads would be impacted. 


Direct access from Sydenham Road to Melton Highway was highlighted as a key route to maintain in the design 
as many were concerned that changes to this would result in a substantial increase in traffic travelling on 
Overton Lea Boulevard, creating a traffic safety hazard for the nearby school. 


Local businesses also raised concerns about the impacts on trading if changes to local routes made accessing 
their businesses harder than before. 


Eleven per cent of feedback related to urban design and its impacts on the visual amenity of the area. Many 
residents thought the project provided an opportunity to green the area and called on LXRA to consider 
landscaping and planting vegetation a priority in the delivery of the project. 


LXRA received several comments about ensuring the design could accommodate the current and future 
growth of the north western suburbs, with some calling for the number of lanes to be increased to three in 
each direction. 


Transport Planning 


Feedback relating to planning was mostly positive, with many acknowledging that the design would have a 
positive influence on the traffic congestion issues in the area once the project is complete. 


A few members of the community voiced concern around road planning for the region as it continued to 
experience rapid growth and alternate routes to the city needed to be considered. 


Some community members told us they were concerned about the loss of direct access off Melton Highway to 
Sydenham and Victoria roads. 


To address these concerns, the project team researched the feasibility of two alternative designs: 


e allowing the two-way service road adjacent to Melton Highway, direct access from the Overton Lea 
Boulevard intersection 
e creating a new slip lane for vehicles entering Melton Highway from Sydenham/ Victoria Road. 


Tenderers who applied to win the contract to deliver the project were asked to address these options in their 
bids. The successful tenderer has provided a viable option to allow the service road to be a two-way access 
point to and from the highway. 
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Benefit to the community 


The chart below shows the local community’s view when asked if the level crossing removal would benefit the 
local community. Close to 100 per cent of respondents thought there would be a benefit to the area. 


Will the project benefit the local community? 


WILL THE 
PROJECT Mw generit 
BENEFIT 


THE LOCAL EB WILL NOT BENEFIT 


COMMUNITY 


How will the project benefit the community? 


ll IMPROVED SAFETY 
fl ALLEVIATE TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
BENEFIT lll ALLOW FOR INCREASED TRAIN SERVICES 
TO THE 
LOCAL [E ATTRACT PEOPLE TO THE LOCAL AREA 
COMMUNITY lll NO REASON STATED 


E IMPROVED COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 


Many respondents took the opportunity to provide further feedback about the greater road network issues, 
that would be worsened as development rapidly continues in the west. They also requested LXRA address 
these as part of the project, such as future proofing the highway through including additional lanes and 
addressing signalling along the highway to improve traffic flow. 


Most community members acknowledged the existing safety concerns with the crossing and agreed the 
project would improve safety. 


Pedestrian safety under the bridge was raised as a concern by some members of the community, and 
supported an urban design solution that was well lit and encouraged pedestrian use to increase passive 
surveillance. 
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Summary of engagement outcomes 


The community and stakeholder engagement process has been key to working towards a positive solution for 
the local community for the Melton Highway Level Crossing Removal Project. 


Consultation allowed LXRA to develop a sound understanding of how the community uses the crossing and the 
surrounding area, enabling it to consider how the design could enhance local access and connectivity rather 
than negatively impact it. 


During parts of our consultation we found that 97 per cent of people that provided feedback supported the 
project as they believed it would benefit the local area. 


Frustration about the growing issue of traffic congestion in the area was consistently raised across all phases of 
consultation. Feedback forms showed that of those who thought the crossing would benefit the area, the 
majority of people (75 per cent) cited easing congestion as the main benefit. 


The look of the bridge structure, safety and visual impact to the surrounding properties continues to be a 
concern for adjacent residents. Adjacent businesses have raised concerns about loss of direct access to 
Melton Highway and a loss of street exposure. 


Community consultation has enabled LXRA to refine its design in the following areas: 


e Redesign of a two-way service road on the northern side of the highway, with a signalised intersection 
at Overton Lea Boulevard, to provide access to Victoria Road and Sydenham Road 

e Vegetation and urban design to provide a sympathetic finish to the structure that will enhance the 
way the project fits into the area, the look of the structure, and the level of acceptance among the 
community 

e Introduction of three traffic lanes in each direction 

e Inclusion of stairs to enable pedestrians to safely cross the railway line. 


Level Crossing Removal Authority Consultation Report | 11 


Part B: Written submissions and responses 


About the submissions process 


LXRA sought written submissions on the proposed designs for the Melton Highway Level Crossing Removal 
Project during the formal consultation period between Thursday 18 August 2016 and Friday 9 September 
2016. 


Part B of this report describes the issues raised by the written submissions and LXRA’s response to key issues 
raised during the consultation program, including the formal written submissions. 


Community members were able to make submissions by several methods, including: 


= submission forms (Appendix A) completed at public information sessions and other events 

=" submissions posted or hand-delivered to LXRA 

" online submission form on the LXRA website 

" email to the general project communications email requesting to be considered as a written 
submission. 


LXRA received 203 written submissions from residents, owners, businesses and other interested stakeholders. 
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What we heard 


Overall summary of submissions received 


Area of submission Submissions per issue Percentage of total submissions 
Landscaping 23 13% 
Urban design 20 11% 
Local access 19 11% 
Bicycle or pedestrian paths 14 8% 
Anti-social elements/ safety concerns 13 1% 
Overall support for the project 12 1% 
Traffic flow 12 7% 
Overlooking/ lack of privacy 9 5% 
Traffic/ rail safety 9 5% 
Traffic disruption 9 5% 
Negative comments regarding project overall 6 3% 
Light spill/ lighting 6 3% 
Objection to elevated design 5 3% 
Operational noise 4 2% 
Graffiti, vandalism, dumping of waste 4 2% 
Train noise 3 2% 
Visual impact due to elevated structure 3 2% 
Property value 2 1% 
Cost of design 1 1% 
Future proofing 1 1% 
Impact on heritage values 1 1% 
Operation of public transport after construction 1 1% 
Impact on business 1 1% 


Details of each submission including the issues raised were recorded in a register. 


Most submissions raised more than one issue. To capture and respond fully to each, we categorised and sorted 


the issues into the following broad themes: 


" crossing design 


= community facilities and open space 


= noise/vibration 
" amenity impacts 
= urban design 


" traffic and transport 
" property impacts 

" Safety and security 

" construction impacts 
" consultation 
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Our responses 


The feedback and submissions we have received have helped identify some changes to the design of the 
project and how we will build it. The community's response has guided decision making on several parts of the 
project. 


The changes we have made that respond to the community’s comments are summarised below. LXRA will 
continue to consult with residents, traders, councils and other groups to ensure the project delivers the 
outcomes expected by our community and the Government. 
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1 Crossing design 


What we heard 


e [XRA to complete the work as quickly as possible 
e Preference for rail under road or road under rail solution 
e Build it to last for generations. 


Our response 


We expect to award the contract to remove the crossing in late 2016, with construction to begin in early 2017. 
Construction will be completed in late 2018. 


Following the assessment and consideration of community feedback (see Part A), road over rail was 
determined to be the most feasible option to remove the level crossing. Benefits of road over rail included 
having the lowest ecological, heritage and hydrological impacts, keeping Melton Highway open during 
construction, and limiting the number of brief closures of the busy Sunbury train line. 


The new structure will be designed to last for 100 years. 


2 Community facilities and open space 


What we heard 


e Public safety on and under the bridge is important 
e There could be graffiti and antisocial behaviour. 


Our response 


There will be well-lit, visible spaces that can be seen from many vantage points, reducing the likelihood of 
criminal and antisocial behaviour. The design will respond to the principles of a concept called Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). CPTED is about designing urban environments such that 
opportunities for offending are reduced and feelings of safety are enhanced. 


It is based on the philosophy that peoples’ behaviour, particularly in terms of the possibility of offending, as 
well as an individual’s perceptions about their safety, is influenced by the design of that environment. 


CPTED aims to reduce opportunities for crime by increasing the risks and efforts for offenders as well as 
reducing the rewards. One of the ways that the CPTED principles will be incorporated in the design is through 
providing a greater open span on the eastern under-side of the bridge, with good line of sight from both 
approaches. 


The under areas of the bridge will be constructed using graffiti resistant finishes, and retained earth walls and 
embankments will make the area less attractive for graffitists. 
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3 Noise and vibration 


What we heard 


e Make sure there is not more noise from traffic on the bridge 
e Make sure there is not more noise from the operation of the railways. 


Our response 


We have monitored current traffic noise and done modelling to find out if there is likely to be increased noise. 
The results of the modelling showed that the amount of traffic noise discernible from residences and 
businesses in the immediate area is forecast to reduce as a result of the bridge taking traffic. 


The project will reduce train noise because trains will not have to sound their horns at the level crossing. 


4 Amenity impacts 


What we heard 


e The look of the bridge needs to fit in with the visual landscape 
e Light from the bridge should not affect nearby properties. 


Our response 


We have conducted a landscape and visual impact assessment for the Project. While the new bridge will affect 
some views, the bridge's visual impact will be reduced by high quality urban design and landscaping. 


We will do an assessment of potential glare issues. If there are specific issues from the new structure, we will 
minimise them by providing appropriate screens, directional lighting, and light shades. 


5 Urban design 


What we heard 


e Some want a structure that uses natural materials and blends with the landscape 

e Some want a modern, bold or colourful structure 

e Urban design should include features to make it appealing, like art works, historical features, seating 
and landscaping. 


Our response 


The landscaping, urban design and architecture has been guided by Urban Design Concept and Principles. 
These principles will guide the detailed design of the bridge and its surroundings to ensure integration with the 
local area. 


Tree planting will be used to screen and soften the structure where possible. 


All urban design suggestions will be passed to the successful tenderer for consideration during detailed design. 
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6 Traffic and transport 


What we heard 


e Concern about what happens to traffic, particularly where intersections are removed by the bridge 
e Additional bicycle lanes are welcome, but extra walking or riding distance to get onto the bridge is 
not. 


Our response 


Overall traffic flow will improve with the removal of the level crossing, as there will no longer be any traffic 
held for trains. The final design will include the connection of Sydenham and Victoria roads under the bridge, 
with entry from these roads onto and off the highway via a two-way service road to the north of the highway. 
A detailed summary of changes to traffic conditions and intersections is provided in table 1, below. 


The successful contractor has provided a design that includes stair access onto the bridge from near either side 
of the railway line to reduce walking distance. The bridge structure itself is compliant with the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 


7 Property impacts 


What we heard 


e One comment raised the concern that access changes (discussed in Section 6) could reduce passing 
trade. 


Our response 


LXRA will work with stakeholders on a case by case basis to see if there are ways to mitigate any impacts to 
business. 


The State of Victoria provides financial compensation in accordance with relevant State legislation where 
acquisition of land or temporary occupation of land is required in the context of certain public infrastructure 
projects (where the requirements under such legislation to establish a statutory entitlement to compensation 
are met). 


8 Safety and security 


What we heard 


e Safety is a key concern for the community. 


Response 
Safety is a key priority. Removing the level crossing will make the area safer. 


Our responses to the specific safety concerns raised are detailed in table 2, below. 


9 Construction impacts 


What we heard 
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e Concern that construction would disrupt traffic. 


Our response 


With a project of this size, some disruption to traffic is inevitable. The project team will seek to minimise 
construction impacts by planning them in such a way as to keep roads open wherever possible. Melton 
Highway will remain open, with two lanes in each direction, for the duration of the project. Other roads may 
have some short closures, but access to businesses and residential properties will be retained throughout. 


10 Consultation 


What we heard 


e One comment said there was a lack of consultation with local businesses, while another praised the 
consultation that had taken place. 


Our response 


LXRA has conducted a comprehensive community consultation and engagement program since late 2015. 
Through this process a number of improvements have been incorporated into the project design as a result of 
community feedback such as; adding stairs to enable pedestrians to easily access the bridge, a wider bridge 
that will provide additional open space and a new two-directional service road on the north-west side of the 
highway that will provide direct access to the Overton Lea Boulevard intersection, allowing motorists travelling 
along Victoria and Sydenham roads to access Melton Highway more directly. 


Our consultation program is explained on page 3 of this report. The table below summarises the key parts of 
the consultation and engagement program to date. 


Communication tool Audience Distribution date 
Fact sheet — introduction to Approx 5000 properties December 2015 
project 

Information sessions Wider community 13 & 15 Feb, 2016 
Community newsletter Owners captured by priority 23 April 2016 


post and owner/occupiers and 
tenants captured via letter drop 


Approximately 6000 
stakeholders 


Information sessions Wider community 5 & 7 May, 2016 
Stakeholder briefings Brimbank Council officers Various dates throughout 2016 
Local MP 


QIC — Watergardens shopping 
centre 


Local businesses leasing 
property from VicTrack 


Local businesses 


Local residents 


Community newsletter Approximately 5000 properties | 22 November, 2016 
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Information cessions 


Table 1 


Traffic implications 


Wider community 


7 & 10 December, 2016 


Existing Reference design Current design 
Left turns on to Victoria Possible Possible via service road Possible 
Road from eastbound Via two way service road 
Melton Highway 
Right turns onto Sydenham | Possible Possible via service road to Victoria | Possible 
Road from eastbound Road and right under bridge Via two way service road to 
Melton Highway Victoria Road and right under 
bridge 
Left turns onto westbound Possible Not possible. Possible 


Melton Highway from 
Sydenham Road 


Quickest alternative route is via 
Trickey Road and Overton Lea 
Boulevard. Maximum detour c.1 
minute time and 1km distance, 
assuming vehicles would make it all 
the way up to Melton Highway, the 
majority of vehicles would not have 
this additional detour. 


Via two way service road. 


Right turns onto 


Not an existing 


Not Possible 


Possible via two way service 


westbound Melton movement. Quickest alternative route is via road 
Highway from Victoria local roads to Calder Park Drive. 
Road 
Left turns onto Sydenham Possible Not possible. Not possible. 
Road from westbound Quickest alternative route is via Quickest alternative route is via 
Melton Highway Overton Lea Boulevard and Trickey | U-turn slot after the two-way 
Road. Maximum detour c. 40 service road at the intersection 
seconds detour time and 600m with Overton Lea Boulevard. 
distance. Maximum detour c. 40 seconds 
detour time and 600m 
distance. 
Left turns onto eastbound Possible Not possible. Possible 


Melton Highway from 
Victoria Road 


Right turns onto Victoria 
Road from westbound 
Melton Highway 


Not an existing 
movement. 


Quickest alternative route is via 
Normanby Street / Chandos Street. 
Maximum detour c. 1 minute 
detour time and 1km distance, 
although this assumes that vehicles 
would make it all the way down to 
Melton Highway, the majority of 
vehicles would not have this 
additional detour. 


Not possible. 


Quickest alternative route is via u- 
turn before Overton Lea 
Boulevard / or via Normanby 
Street/ Chandos Street. 


Via two-way service road 


Not possible. 


Quickest alternative route is via 
u-turn after Overton Lea 
Boulevard and through the 
two-way service road / or via 
Normanby Street/ Chandos 
Street. 


Right turns onto eastbound 


Not an existing 


Not possible. 


Improvement / Possible. 
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Melton Highway from 
Sydenham Road 


Nature of Specific Issue 


movement. 


Quickest alternative route is via 
Trickey Road and Overton Lea 
Boulevard 


Via Two-way service Road. 


Response 


Improve access to highway for 
residents in the old Sydenham 
Village Estate (north of the Melton 
Highway) by creating exit from other 
streets than Carrington St onto the 
highway. 


The introduction of the new bridge is unlikely to have an impact on Carrington 
Street. Reducing traffic flows on this street is beyond the scope of the Project. 


Will access onto the Keilor-Melton 
Rd entering from McCubbin Drive be 
affected? 


Although there will be some adjustment to traffic light phases, access to the 
highway from McCubbin Drive will be unaffected. 


Extend Roberstons Road under the 
new bridge to provide locals access 
to the business district 


The current proposals are for a shared use path for pedestrians and cyclists 
only. Passive provision is made for a future extension of Robertsons Road 
though this is outside the scope of this Project 


Include exit lane onto Sydenham Rd 
if coming from the shopping centre 
side heading to Melton 


The difference in level between the bridge and Sydenham Rd prevents this 


Ensure there is suitable access to 
Watergardens Shopping Centre 


Access to Watergardens Shopping Centre is not affected by the project and will 
remain the same as existing conditions. 


Concerned that based on the 
concept drawing Victoria Rd will no 
longer have direct access to the 
Melton Hwy. Closure of the direct 
access to Melton Hwy via Victoria Rd 
will force traffic from Victoria Rd to 
Calder Park Drive to have to head to 
Calder Park Drive and then left onto 
Melton Hwy, causing a bottleneck. 
Suggest extending Victoria Rd so it 
runs the full distance to Calder Park 
Drive. 


Victoria Rd will have access to Melton Hwy via the two-way service road. 


Assurance was sought that the 
service road outside 504 Melton 
highway Complex) would not be the 
only way for the other side of 
Melton Hwy to access the road. 


Traffic wishing to enter Melton Highway from the south side of the highway on 
the western side of the railway tracks can enter the highway either via the 
two-way service road (accessed under the bridge) or at Overton Lea Boulevard. 


Develop wide roads and spacious 
lanes for traffic movement 


Road lanes width will be as defined by the relevant standards (Austroads Guide 
to Road Design Part 3). 


There will be increased local 
congestion as traffic is funnelled via 
Carrington St 


The project team does not anticipate any impact to Carrington St intersection. 


Current issues with traffic flow 
include that Calder Park Drive does 
not flow anymore and it can take 
over 20 minutes for the resident to 


Although the removal of the level crossing is anticipated to improve traffic 
flows on Melton Highway, general improvement to flows in the local traffic 
road network are beyond the scope of this project and lie with the responsible 
road authority (VicRoads and/or Brimbank Council). 
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access Taylors Lakes Secondary 
School from their street 


Table 2 


Safety issues 


Nature of Specific Issue 


Will the bridge have protective 
barriers? 


Response 


The bridges will have raised parapets and throw screens. 


Keep the operators building the 
project safe 


The design and construction of the Project will be subject to rigorous health 
and safety management processes. 


Increased safety is paramount, what 
is being done to prevent the public 
from walking across the tracks? 


The rail corridor will be secured with fencing to Metro Trains Melbourne's 
standards. 


How will the project improve safety 
for cyclists on the road 


Providing additional segregated shared use paths for cyclists will reduce the 
conflicts with road users. 


Design of the bridge will prioritise clear, safe and direct pedestrian and cyclist 
movement across the road and rail corridors. 


All new road layouts will be subject to an ongoing process of road safety audits 
throughout the design. 


Install speed and red light cameras 
for Melton Hwy and Overton Lea 
Blvd monitoring east and west 
bound traffic. 


The provision of speed cameras and monitoring is beyond the scope of this 
Project. Responsibility for enforcing traffic controls lies with the police. 
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